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‘Since Watergate the chains of the CIA’s © adec Smeg 
‘ siaraar .. adequate story, of 15 pages. At 20 times~. 
National Security .curtain have been that length it’s less than lively. The adver?” 


. day-to-day activities of the Agency in the 
-United States’ and: throughout the worid.. 
: The -CLA’s country-by-country objectives 


“Jikethem. 3a. rea ; 
_ Tf for the citizen the discovery that this 
“ phadowy, grotesque ‘spy-world really ex- 
ists is useful information — in the same: 
sense as is your neighbor's disclosure that. 


your house is on fire — for the alert writer. - gor his plot and 


: itis a windfall. The CIA-backgrcund novel 
~ has become a target of:opportunity: Here 
““ig a chance to write a thriller, to be sure, 
> pat a thriller -with an authenticlty and a 


serious dimension that spy fiction’ has: 


‘disturb the reader with a sharp, accurate 
* picture of the CIA intruding into the lives. 
of ordinary people‘both at home and at the 


"farthest corners of the earth. And at thes" 


Ci 


" «Inside the Company,” ’ documented -the . 


— 


-\ fool anybod 
- more often than not lacked. An author can © fenton too 


‘Calley grow pale. 7* 7" ging 
“The. supposed hatred between. O'Hara * 
-. and Mother, which the author depends-Ofn. 
dvesn’t explain until, thay . 
“Jast pages, is in no sense convinein : 
‘motivation he throws at the reader and 
:. the characterization he works in just AOR he: 
y. Instead of devoting his*alz 
bh traditional novelistic.cons...: 


whose domains. are 


and Israeli operations; and O'Hara, an.of:,. 
ganization man. and lifetime boy Scout, - 


Jeader who like’ the real-life 


‘. Colby — earned the Directorship by hegds, 
“ing the Phoenix assassination program.in~ . 
Vietnam, in which capacity he mana oy 
“accumulate 20,000 victims. Beside such an. i 
‘achievement those of Ri pespierre and: Aang 


cerns as action, emotion, atmosphere, lan- 
Latham relies on 


di bY 
ot aa 
en 


g. The” = 


buried somewhere in thé, . 
t middle, a good brief action sequents 


‘far right here. Perha 
. tion there shows the 
bought this line, too,.. ...-- 


-°%¢ athe love’ saib-plot’ isn’t “Aina Karenit i 
n 
‘ry to-speal 


¥ 


eak of. It isn’t surprising (cons#* 
dering that for most of the book nothing - 
happens) that one is grateful for Paul and 


- Brances. There are occasions when thes 


reader becomes involved in their strugy 

es, ne: . eee Ty | 
-' So-much: for the spy-story element; 
Perhaps Latham did not intend to make 
the book entertaining. Perhaps it is intend, 
ed really as a serious commentary on. the | 


“CIA and what, is wrong with the governs, 


ment of the United States. If so, the trous 
ble is, no reader will take it seriously. a 


Very little, in short, is said about the 


CIA that Agee. — whom Latham: draws on 


fore, and better. And the real issues “for 


example, how cur economy requires’ for 


its survival: the subordination of othét 


economies — are skirted or censored out 
The book is a liberal make-over, a ride‘dif 


a fad that. will shake no one’s complacen* 


cy; a rehash of news articles. One suspects’. . 
the kind of liberal. who . © 
thought the war in Vietnam. was a “miss 
take,” an ‘accident. There is nothing that - 

: would be called probing into the causesof © 
" anything. History, in Latham’s. eyes, is a 


that Latham is 


game of some few large, dull personali- 


“~s; The only area of the ‘novel in which one ~ 
senses some fire and conviction is Israel, +. 

* on which Mr. Latham takes a Zionist posi” 

‘tion. The Arabs are villains, the Israelis - . 


can do no wrong. The Israeli losses in the 


Yom Kippur. War —: Latham provides.a_.. 
vivid little battle-scene —- are the delibers = 
_ate sabotage of his Kissinger-character, 8 

stab-in-the-back. Latham hints that as the 
United States stumbles forward, unravel . ©. 
“ing like a party that’s gone on too lates Te 


rael can count on the support of only the 


Approved For Release 2004/10/13 : CIA-RDP88-01350R000200210004-7 


ee 


a” or even good, but here it’s the only sted 


heavily. — and Marchetti haven't said be. . 


g last month’s elec? 
raeli electorate-has. 
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